

July 6, 2025
Dr. Ernest
Fax#: 989-466-5956
RE:  Larry Hanley
DOB:  07/30/1950
Dear Dr. Ernest:

This is a followup for Larry with advanced renal failure, hypertension, nephrectomy and right-sided heart failure.  Last visit in April.  No hospital visit.  Paracentesis done every week 4 to 5 liters.  Blood pressure runs normal low.  Has morbid obesity.  4+ edema.  No reported vomiting.  Some nausea.  Constipation, no bleeding.  No changes in urination.  Presently no chest pain, palpitation or increase of dyspnea.
Review of Systems:  Done.
Medications:  Medication list is reviewed.  Bumex, Coreg, doxazosin, hydralazine, remains on insulin, cholesterol management, phosphorus binders and iron replacement.
Physical Exam:  Present weight 241, previously 235 and blood pressure by nurse 120/65.  Lungs are clear.  No pleural effusion.  No wheezing.  No arrhythmia or pericardial rub.  There is morbid obesity abdomen.  Stable edema.
Labs:  Chemistries, creatinine 3.4 progressive over the last few years and present GFR 18 stage IV.  Normal electrolytes and acid base.  Low albumin.  Corrected calcium normal low.  Elevated phosphorus at 5.  Normal white blood cell and platelets.  There is anemia 9.3.  Large red blood cells 100, receiving Aranesp.
Assessment and Plan:  CKD stage IV progressive overtime.  No symptoms to indicate dialysis, underlying diabetes, hypertension and right-sided heart failure requiring paracentesis in a regular basis and cardiorenal syndrome.  Continue EPO management.  Continue iron replacement.  Continue phosphorus binders.  There is poor nutrition.  No need for bicarbonate replacement.  Present potassium is stable.  Same blood pressure medications.  No ACE inhibitors or ARBs.  Continue diabetes cholesterol management.  We will start dialysis based on symptoms and GFR less than 15.  He has not made final decision if he will ever do dialysis or not.  There was no obstruction or urinary retention.  He already has right-sided AV fistula.  There is probably also nephrotic syndrome.  Continue present regiment.  Come back in the next four months.
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All above issues were discussed with the patient.  Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction.  Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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